books with adequate accounts of modern physical treatments allude only briefly to its use in these states, and few medical textbooks mention it at all. Yet the problem of the management of the acutely disturbed delirious patient is not a rarity in medical and surgical wards ; in varying degrees delirium may accompany most serious illnesses and prog nosis worsens with its persistence. For these reasons it is thought worth placing on record the following cases.
The case records of patients with organic delirium admitted in the past fifteen years to the psychiatric unit of St. George's Hospital were examined. Those cases receiving E.C.T., all seriously disturbed and otherwise un manageable, are reported in this paper.
CASE REPORTS
Case i (M8384), a spinster of 39, premorbidily a stable, sociable charwoman and otherwise healthy, had a partial gastrectomy for a peptic ulcer on 6.1.55. Post-operatively she became pyrexial with chest and wound infection, and though these responded to antibiotics, from i8. 5.55 she became increasingly agitated, paranoid and fearful. She was transferredto the psychiatricunit on 20. and aurally and visually hallucinated. Chlorpromazine and vitamins did not alter her state, so despite the feeling that her dementia to some extent contra-indicated its use she was givenE.C.T. Ofl17.1.62. She was quieter and less agitated the following day and no more confused, but graduallyrelapsedthereafter. Followinganother E.C.T.
OR 22.1.62 her confusion was more marked so no further treatments were given. In the next month her physical condition deteriorated, but her confusion settled sufficiently for her to return home with her daughter. She relapsed two months later and died after admission to another hospital.
Co.m@rr
The effectiveness of E.C.T. in suppressing severe delirious symptoms in these cases con firms the few previous reports. Here, as in other communications recording case material, the delirious syndrome has complicated a wide variety of organic illnesses, and the effectiveness of E.C.T. does not appear to have been related to the nature of the associated condition.
Delay and Maillard (i@@) reported their successful use of E.C.T. in â€oe¿ les syndromes 
